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THH THARS OF JHSUS. 


Luxe xix. 41, 42.—And when he came near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
~ saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. ' 


Tuese words of Christ were spoken undercitrcumstances of peculiar interest, 
He and his followers were approaching Jerusaléth, where he was soon to be 
betrayed and crucified. He had come to the brow’of Olivet, whence the city 
was seen in near prospect. A view of the holy city, its lofty walls, its splendid 
palaces, and its sacred temple towering above the rest, in rich magnificence,—the 
central seat of God’s chosen people,—-was surely fitted to awaken pleasing 
emotions. Nevertheless, sadness filled the heart of Jesus. 

He was now, more than at any former period, the object of popular. favor. 
He, who had long been despised and rejected of men, was now, in accordanee 
with ancient prophecy, entering Jerusalem in seeming triumph. ‘ The people, 
astonished at his miracles, were acknowledging him their king, and bestowing 
upon him the tokens of honor customarily shown on the approach of kings and 
conquerors. As he rode on his way, descending the Mount of Olives, a “ very 
great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches 
from the trees, and strewed them in the way. And the multitudes, that went 
before and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.” Yet inthe 
midst of this joyful multitade, he who was the object of their homage remained 
sad. 4 
He foresaw the events that awaited him at Jerusalem, and knew that the hour 
was at hand when he should depart out ofthe world. He’ had distinct roa 
hension of the trying’circumstances of hig drrest-and condemniition, and © 
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sufferings in which his life would terminate. Yet these were not the things 
which bore with most weight upon his mind. Passing by all things else, his 
sorrow is awakened, in view of Jewish impenitence and unbelief. And when he 
came near, he beheld the city and qvept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now 
they are hid from thine eyes. As a preacher of the gospel of peace, he had 
labored in Jerusalem with comparatively little success. Though his approach 
to the city was hailed with hosannas, his gospel had not been received. They 
who had killed the prophets, and stoned those who were sent unto them, were 
now filling up the measure of their iniquity by rejecting the true Messiah. The 
language of his grief is expressive of strong desire, on the eve of despondency. 
O, that thon hadst known, even thou, highly-favored people, at least in this thy 
day, when the Messiah has come, publishing glad tidings, the things that belong 
to thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

Christ, uniting a human nature with the divine, can weep over the wickedness 
and obduracy of impenitent men, is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
and does earnestly desire that ruined sinners may be partakers in the benefits 
ot his redemption. 

The leading sentiment suggested by the text is, that CarisT EARNESTLY DESIRES 
THE CONVERSION OF THE IMPENITENT. It is not strange that it should be so, since, 

































































I. He knows what sin is, and what are its consequences. He weeps over men, 
as offenders against God, and desires their release from sin and condemnation. 
Knowing the extent and danger of the disease, he is anxious to apply the remedy. 

The ideas men have of sin and its evils are altogether inadequate. They 
rarely give the subject a careful consideration. ‘The contemplation of it brings 
. upon them painful convictions of guilt. To look at their relations to God, and 
their obligations to love him, and recall the delinquencies of their past lives, 
would disturb their peace and mar their enjoyment. They wish to think well 
of themselves, and they palliate their guilt; and by a thousand devices, cover 
their sins. They hate the light, neither come to the light, lest their deeds 
should be reproved. And though convicted of sin, their conceptions of it are 
still inadequate. When the truth is urged home upon the heart and the con- 
science, and applied by the convicting influences of the Spirit, when the character 
»»0f God as holy is seen, and the extent and purity of his law are apprehended, 

and the heart with its desperate wickedness is recovered, still but little is known 
of sin, of its actions, nature, and mischievous tendency. 

But the character of sin, and all its bearings upon the happiness of man and 
the government of God, are fully comprehended by the mind of Jesus. He has 
understood from the beginning what were the principles of his Father's 
administration. He knows what are the great ends of his government, and by 
what means they are accomplished. He knows the laws by which his Father 
governs, their purity and extent, and how unspeakably important it is, that justice 
and judgment continue the habitation of his throne. And he understands, full 

well, what sin is, as aimed against the government of God, and a transgression 
of holy law. He has seen its influence, wherever it has spread through his 
Father’s dominions. He was present and saw the sad effects of sin, when @ 
part of the angelic hosts rebelled, and there was war in heaven. He saw its 
influence in changing them from angels of light to malignant fiends, and casting 
them out of heaven, and consigning them to the darkness of the pit, reserved in 





































> ~ Ue eae oe os’ 2 gime ee ae 


ven tiie Geciees. 163 


everlasting chains, unto the judgment of the great day, It was he that created 
the world, and made it a suitable habitation for man—for man, obedient, sinless, 
and immortal, And he saw the sad effects of sin, when the ‘tempter entered 
the peaceful bowers of Eden, and when the forbidden fruit was taken. He has 
watched the effects of sin, in its wide-spreading influence among mankind, in 
all succeeding ages. And it was their sad condition, as under its reigning power, 
that moved his pity, and urged him to undertake for their recovery, by making 
his soul an offering for sin. And while he was on the earth and fulfilling the 
ends of his mission, though he knew no sin as a transgressor, yet he had oppor- 
tunity of tasting its bitter ingredients. “ Himself bore our sins in his own body 
on the tree,” and the anguish of spirit which he endured, when on him was laid 
the iniquity of us all, and when denied the light of his Father’s countenance, he 
bowed his head in death, plainly told him what sin must be, which could be only 
thus atoned for. Nor is it strange, that the benevolent Jesus, remembering the 
agonies of his cross when he sunk under the painful load of our iniquity, should 
desire our deliverance. 

He is well acquainted with the effects of sin, as resulting from continued 
impenitence. He knows what must be the sinner’s course, and what his fearful 
end, if, resisting proffered mercy, he goes on hardening himself in unbelief. He 
can foresee the sorrows and woes that will cluster around him, leading a sinful 
life, and dying a hopeless death. He knows what it will be for a sinner to 
appear at his judgment-bar, unwashed in his blood and without the robes of his 
righteousness, only to be banished from his presence to the world of despair. 
And the mind of Jesus is capable of comprehending the extent and severity of 
the woes to be endured in that eternal world. 

The capacities of men are limited, and never do their powers appear so feeble 
and imperfect as when they look into futurity, and attempt to measure and esti- 
mate the unseen things of eternity. With all the light of revelation, we form 
but feeble conceptions of what awaits us beyond the grave. We.can know 
something of the happiness of the righteous. We can know something of the 
miseries of the lost. ‘The Scriptures have exhibited, by the most terrific images, 
the punishment of the ungodly. Butno man will know, in this life, what it is to 
be banished from the presence of God, and imprisoned with damned spirits, to 
blaspheme God, and feel the gnawings of the worm that never dies. No man, 
till he shall sink beneath the burning lake, will understand what is intended by 
the vengeance of eternal fire, nor even then will he be able to anticipate the 
amount of suffering, of coming ages, while the eternal smoke of his torment is 
ascending. 1 

But Jesus, who takes a deep interest in all the affairs of his Father’s govern- 
ment, and casts a penetrating glance through his wide-spreading dominions, has 
seen the eternal prison-house, and knows what punishments are there inflicted. 
From his lofty throne in the heavens he can look across the impassable gulf, 
and view the sufferings of the rich man, in his place of torment, calling in vain ~ 
for a drop of water to cool his tongue. And he can cast his mind forward, 
through the coming ages of eternity, and measure the amount of suffering yet 
to be endured. And with his enlarged views of the fearful end of the wicked, 
we cannot wonder that he should take a deep interest in the condition of man 
on probation, and weep over his impenitence and folly,—saying, O, that thou 
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace ! $ 
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_. Ik. Christ. earnestly desires the conversion of the impenitent, because he 
knows \what ample provision has been made for their pardon. He looks upon 
men, not only as,sinners, but as redeemed sinners; and considering the price 

that’ was paid for their ransom, he earnestly desires that they may partake of 

its benefits. The way of salvation by Jesus Christ has always been an in- 

" viting, animating theme. It was a subject of much thought and interest to man- 

kind,: during the ages which preceded the Messiah’s coming. Many prophets 

and) wise men, looking at types and sacrifices, and anticipating a more full 
development of the things pertaining to salvation, when the fulness of time 
should come, earnestly desired to see the days of Christ’s appearing. The 
contemplation of this theme, as more fully displayed in the life and doctrines of 

Christ, animated the apostles in the arduous enterprise of preaching the gospel. 

The subject has excited even a greater interest among the hosts of heaven. 

‘These are the things which angels desire to look into, and the loftiest hymns of 

praise of those who surround the throne of God are awakened by redeeming 

love, But to no one is redemption a subject of more interest than to the 

Redeemer himself. 

We take deepest interest in plans that are our own, and which are accomplished 
by our own efforts. The salvation of a ruined world is to Christ a plan of his 
own, and one which has for a long time called forth his labors and awakened the 
full energy of his love. In the redemption of fallen men he has been the chief 
actor, and has watched its progress through every stage of its accomplishment, 
and he is capable of comprehending the real magnitude of the vast design. 

When we, with our limited capacities, fix our attention upon the system of re- 
deeming mercy, there is comparatively little we can understand. And should we 
ever arrive in heaven, it will be the pleasing theme of investigation for eternity. 
But Jesus knows what is the breadth, and length, and height, and depth of that 
love which passeth knowledge. He was present and took part in the counsels, 
when it was decided in heaven that man should be redeemed, and that the Son, 
giving his soul an offering for sin, should have a chosen people to serve him, 
as his reward. He made all the arrangements of that darker dispensation by 
which the expectations of men were raised, and the way prepared for his appear- 
ance on the earth. He saw how great the condescension, for him who was rich, 
yet for our sakes to become poor, that we, through his poverty, might be rich. 
He knows how much suffering and self-denial it cost him, while, as a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief, he fulfilled the business of his mission. He 
remembers what was the anguish of that hour, when in the near prospect of 
death, his soul was troubled and he seemed to hesitate whether he should pray, 
Father, save me from this hour, or Father, glorify thy name. He knows what 
were the agonies of his cross, when he poured out his blood an offering for sin, 
and the scene veiled the heavens in sackcloth, and shook the earth, and raised 
the dead. Considering these sufferings, he would earnestly desire that they 
might avail to secure the sinner’s pardon and cleansing. He knows that the 
provisions are ample, and that justice cannot overtake those who fly to him for 
refuge. The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin, and the poor polluted sin- 
ner may fly to the fountain, and secure its benefits. The invitations have gone 
out, and whosoever will may come, and Jesus, who died for the sinner, desires 
that he should not tarry. O, the hardness and obduracy of the impenitent heart, 
that is not scftened and subdued by redeeming love! Seeing the reluctance of 
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redeemed sinners to come to Christ, what friend of God but could mingle his 

tears with those of Jesus, and say, O that thou hadst ktiown, even’ hon at casa 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! 


Ill. Christ desires the enlargement of his kingdom. Of course he desires 
that sinners may be converted, and added to the number of its loyal: subjects: 
When the Messiah was about to appear, the event was announced by John, say- 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is athand. Christ came into the world to’establish 
a kingdom, and he has ever taken a deep interest in its establishment and pro- 
gress. With constant solicitude he watched over its interests when it was-small, 
and labored and prayed for its enlargement. He came to God's chosen people, 
who had long enjoyed his word and ordinances, and preached the gospel of the 
kingdom in the cities and villages of Judea. He chose to lay the foundations 
of the kingdom on the labors of prophets, and gather its early subjects from the 
seed of Abraham. He was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and 
he spared no effort to gather them to his fold. And when he’ saw the multitude 
of those that believed not, he was grieved at the hardness of their hearts. 

He carefully instructed the few who became his followers in the great prin- 
ciples of the kingdom, and prepared them to become his agents in extending its 
borders. And when he left them, he commanded them to preach the gospél of 
the kingdom to all nations, and promised to be with them, even to the end of the 
world. ‘Through all the fiery trials of the church, he has watched over her 
interests and prospered her, to her present state of enlargement. The kingdom 
is still to advance, and he looks forward ‘to its future triumphs, and anticipates 
the day when he shall have the heathen for his inheritance, andthe uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession. 

The views of men concerning this kingdom have always been gross and im- 
perfect. From the language of prophecy respecting the Prince that was to 
appear, and the deliverance that was to be wrought by him, it was inferred, that 
his kingdom was like the kingdoms of the earth, and that he was to ascend the 
throne at Jerusalem, and become a conqueror and a deliverer from Roman bond- 
age. And it was with difficulty, that he enlightened even his followers into the 
nature of that spiritual dominion, which it was his object to establish over the 
hearts and lives of men. And in all ages, when men have been called to act 
with reference to this kingdom, they have shown that their views were earthly, 
that their desires were to give the kingdom an earthly character, and that they 
were slow in coming to a practical knowledge of its spirituality. And now, 
that the kingdom has spread itself so widely on the face of the earth, and its 
interests have become so various and complicated, the feeble minds of men fail 
to embrace these interests in all their bearings, and their hearts are not moved 
as they might be moved by a more enlarged and perfect knowledge. And 
especially are their conceptions imperfect, when they turn to the future and con- 
template the spreading influence of the gospel in Christian and pagan lands, till 
the Sun of righteousness shall compass the earth, the Millennium be ushered 
in, and Jesus reign in triumph over all nations. We cannot say what bearing 
the events which come under our own observation are to have upon these great 
interests. We cannot say what will result from the combined effort of the 
people of God to give the Bible and spread the gospel, from the extensive out- 
pouring of the Spirit, or from the conversion even of a single sinner. 

But Jesus, seated on his throne in the heavens, distinctly surveys and fully 
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comprehends all the interests of his kingdom, as it spreads before him in this 
lower world. With spiritual discernment, he knows in what hearts his reign 
has commenced, and to what extent the borders of the kingdom have beer 
enlarged. He perceives to what extent his followers have obeyed his command 
to evangelize the nations, and what progress is now making in the recovery of 
the world from Satan’s empire, and what prospect there is that the millennial 
triumph will soon be achieved. He observes the spirit of the various hosts of 
his armies as they advance, and marks their victories; and he knows what 
bearing every event will have on Zion’s prosperity. He knows what obstacles 
are to be encountered in urging on the extension of his kingdom, what forces 
are required in securing its advancement, and what use he can make of sin- 
ners converted and sanctified, in filling up the ranks of his armies, and making 
them the instruments of glorious achievements. Every converted man becomes 
a soldier of the cross, or herald of salvation, and according to the talents and 
opportunities given him, is to be employed in extending the intluence of the gos- 
pel. It must be then, that Jesus, with his views of the greatness and import- 
ance of the kingdom, and his benevolent regard for its interests, desires the 
conversion of sinners, that they may become subject to his reign, and that they 
may be workers together with him in extending his kingdom through the earth. 

And when his converts, in obedience to his commission, preach his gospel to 
impenitent men, and they hesitate concerning a compliance with the proffered 
mercy or a rejection of it, he knows what will be the results of their decision. 
He can trace all the minute bearings which the conversion even of one soul 
will. have upon the interests which lie so near his heart. Perhaps the sinner, 
on whom the Savior’s heart fixes with yearning anxiety, is a parent, and were 
he sanctified, might teach his tender offspring to know the Lord and train them 
up for Christ ; and ordering his household after him, his children and his. chil- 
dren’s children, to the latest generation, might be found walking in the truth. 
Perhaps he is a teacher of youth, and his labors and pious influence are needed 
in the extensive system of Sabbath instruction, by which the church is endeavor- 
ing to train all her children to a saving acquaintance with the word of God. 
Perhaps he has talents, and property, and influence, and is wanted, in the place 
of the fathers who continue not, to sustain the interests of the church and prose- 
cute plans of benevolent enterprise. Perhaps he is young, and gifted, and 
ardent, and, if sanctified, might become a champion of the cross amid the wide- 
spreading desolations of his own country; or a missionary to bear glad tidings 
to the heathen, and pour the light of heaven on their darkness. With these 
views, Jesus, looking down upon the impenitent hearers of his gospel, desires 
their conversion, and no wonder if he should weep that they are so slow of 
heart to believe. 

But his views are not limited to the spread of the gospel, and the extension 
of his kingdom on the earth. His mediatorial work has reference to the more 
enlarged, and perfect, and permanent establishment of his kingdom in that reno- 
vated state of things which shall exist when the heavens and the earth, which 
now are, shall be no more. He looks forward to the period when the gospel 
shall have been preached to all nations, and the last of his redeemed ones shall 
have been gathered in, and the earth, the scene of probation, shall have passed 
away, and all the ransomed of the Lord shall be assembled around his throne 
in the heavens, and with angelic hosts, constitute an everlasting kingdom. And 
he desires the conversion of sinners, that they may belong to the happy numbers 
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who shall. meet on the heavenly hill, and bring honor to the Lamb that was 
slain, and ascribe salvation to his blood. ’ 

In this world, we have but little knowledge of heaven. We catch but faint 
glimpses of the glories of Him who oceupies the eternal throne, and the happi- 
ness of those who bow before him. But Jesus has full conceptions of the 
glories and the joys of the eternal state, and he desires the conversion of sin- 
ners, that they may enhance those glories and share in those joys. He desires 
their conversion, that they may come to the grave in peace, and look forward 
upon the untried scenes of eternity undismayed. He desires their conversion, 
that when, amid attending angels, he shall ascend the throne of judgment, they 
may stand before him washed in his blood and clad in the robes of his right- 
eousness, and worthy to share in the inheritance prepared by his love. He 
desires their conversion, that, when he shall have fulfilled the transactions of the 
great day, and shall leave the judgment-seat to conduct his redeemed ones up 
to take possession of the New Jerusalem, they may_ swell the triumph 6f-his 
train, and sing, Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlast- 
ing doors, and the King of glory shall come in. He is now gathering from 
among the sinful children of men the subjects of that kingdom whose central 
city has gates of pearl and streets of gold, where flows the river of life clear as 
crystal, and where the glory of the Lord is so resplendent, that they ‘have ho 
need of the sun or the moon. And he desires the conversion of sinners, that 
they may belong to that innumerable company whom no man can number, out 
of every kindred and tongue and people and nation, who cast their crowns at 
his feet, saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was sluin, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and honor, and glory, and blessing. 


The view we have thus given of Christ may instruct his followers. You 
see, Christian friends, what are the feelings of your Master towards a world 
lying in wickedness, You see with what emotions he regards the multitude of 
those who enjoy the means of grace, hear the preaching of the gospel, and 
receive the influence of the Spirit, and yet remain in impenitence and unbelief. 
And I would take the example of your Lord to awaken in your minds feelings 
of deep interest in their behalf. Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus ; for if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
Taking a deep interest in those things on which the Savior’s heart is fixed, and 
laboring to fulfil his desires, you evince your discipleship, you show yourselves 
the true subjects of the kingdom, and worthy to be partakers in the joys and 
honors of its eternal state. 

Follow your Lord through the walks of Judea, and see with what affectionate 
earnestness he publishes the gospel of peace. How laborious and persevering, 
how regardless of dangers, how unwilling to abandon the sinner to his choséh 
way. See him on the Mount of Olives, and witness his tears, as he looks upon 
Jerusalem, and weeps over those who had killed the prophets and stoned’ them 
that were sent unto them, and were now filling up the measure of their iniquity. 
Remember what he has done and suffered to prepare for himself a redeemed 
people, and what are the longings of his mind that lost sinners may share in the 
benefits of his redemption: and ask yourselves, how he expects you, who have 
been redeemed by his blood and sanctified by his Spirit, will feel and act in the 
circumstances in which he has placed you. How does he expect you to feel 


and act, in reference to those of your acquaintance and kindred who assem 
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with you in the house of prayer, and hear the preaching of his gospel, and feel 
the strivings of his,Spirit, and yield not to their influence? As you look around 
on your friends and kindred, and fix an eye upon your beloved offspring, yet un- 
sanctified, and remember the opportunities they have enjoyed, and the grace they 
have resisted, while your tears fall, and your prayers ascend in their behalf, is 
it not the language of your grief, O that thou hadst known, at least in this thy 
day,,the things which belong unto thy, peace ? 

Will you not aspire to follow after the example of your Lord, in taking a 
wider view of the interests of his kingdom? and with hearts affected with the 
desolations which sin has spread abroad on the earth, and with lively apprehen- 
sions of the abundance of that grace by which the souls of men are redeemed, 
and the richness of their inheritance, if they make that grace their refuge, will 


you not gird yourselves anew in gospel armor, and urge on the conquering car 
of your Redeemer ? : 


I have one motive, by which to urge the impenitent to give their hearts to 
God. . Jesus Christ desires it. I see before me sinners, hardened under the 
influence of the gospel, those who though guilty have been bought with blood, 
and have heard the proclamations of pardon, and have felt the strivings of the 
Spirit, And-while, my friends, I could weep over your condition, I would hope 
that the things of your peace are not already hid from yaur eyes. And knowing 
what are the feelings of my Lord, whose commission I bear, I am constraimed 
to make one more effort to persuade you to repent. Though guilty, condemned, 
and in danger of eternal death, there is a Pom in the arms of Jesus, and by 
repentance and faith you secure pardon, and life, and blessedness. And I 
would persuade you to repent, for Christ desires it. I present before you the 
bleeding Lamb of. God, weeping over the sins and follies of men, being grieved 
that they are so reluctant to come to him for cleansing. 

I might use other arguments. I might tell you of the command of God, and 
urge you by the authority of him who reigns in heaven. I might tell you of the 
joys which flow when sin is pardoned, and the sweet peace of conscience secured 
by the humble penitent in the day of his conversion. I might tell you of the 
blessedness of living under the approving smile of Heaven, and having God for 
your friend in the hour of death, and of the happiness of that world where no sor- 
row comes. I might bring before you friends and parents and dearest kindred, 
and cause you to hear their prayers and see their tears, and tell youof the floods 
of joy with which they would greet you as a child of God. _I might refer you 
to the desires of angels, who hover around you while you hear the truth, anxious 
to. bear to the court of heaven the joyful tidings which swell the eternal anthem 
over a returning penitent. But I pass by these considerations, often urged—I 
pass them alk by, and point you to the tears of Jesus. He who had compassion 
on you, and shed his blood to redeem you, wept over those in your condition. O 
let him gratify the feelings of his benevolent heart in your salvation. 

You know but little of sin and its consequences. But he who knows the 
dength and breadth of the evil, who bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
proposes your deliverance. You know litile of the riches of his grace. But 
he who . paid the ransom proposes to wash you in his blood. You know little 
of the future glories of the kingdom. _ But he who fills its throne and conducts 
its,interests proposes that you become an instrument of his glory, and live and 
reign with him for ever and ever. Will you withhold your confidence and refuse 
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your consent to his gracious purposes? Will you refuse to let him bless you? 
If Jesus were to come down again from his heavenly throne, and have his 
dwelling with men, may we not suppose that he would labor and preach, and 
pray and weep, as he did in the walks of Judea and the streets of Jerusalem? 
May we not suppose, that, coming into the assemblies of those who hear the 
gospel, he would repeat the history of his dying love, and show them the wounds 
in his hands and in his side, aud in his infinite tenderness urge his proffered 
grace. And when he should see their unbelief, would he not, with a heart 
ready to break, lament over them and say, How shall I give thee up? O that 
thou hadst known—at least in this thy day—when probation is enjoyed, and the 
truth is proclaimed, and the Spirit is urging—O that thou hadst known the 
things which belong unto thy peace! And remember, impenitent hearers, the 
day may come, when it shall be added, But now they are hid from thine eyes! 
You may be abandoned, as were the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to walk in your 
own ways and receive the fruit of your own devices. And it may be said to 
you, When I called ye refused—Behold your house is left unto you desolate. 
The compassionate Jesus will shortly be the enthroned Judge, and you may be 
compelled to hear from his lips, “ Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” O 
that you were wise, that you understood these things, that you would consider 
your latter end ! 


SERMON CXLII. 


By Rev. S. L. POMROY, 
BANGOR, MAINE, 


PRACTICAL EXAMINATION OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
SAINTS’ PERSEVERANCE. 


Hes. vi. 4, 5,6. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and 
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come ; 
if they shall fall away, to renew them again to repentance: seei: crucif 
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open pA < 


Divers opinions are entertained respecting this passage. Some maintain 
that the persons here described are doubtless true Christians, and that the par- 
agraph plainly proves that such not only may, but sometimes actually do, fall 
from grace, and become altogether impenitent and unbelieving ; and thus over- 
throw, as they think, the doctrine of the saints’ perseverance in holiness. On 
the other hand, it is contended by some, that the description of character -here 
presented does not necessarily imply the possession of true religion, and is 
‘therefore irrelevant to the question of the saints’ perseverance. That self- 
deceived persons and hypocrites should fall away from the appearance of piety, 
say they, is nothing strange. Some have thought that the word “ impossible” 
ought to be understood, not in an absolute, but in a limited sense, as meaning 
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exceedingly difficult ; while others understand it as designed to convey the idea 
that God cannot consistently, and of course will not, renew again to repentance 
such apostates as are here spoken of. Such being the diverse and clashing 
Opinions respecting this passage, many good men have been perplexed, and 
found it difficult, if not impossible, to determine what is truth. With the hope 
of throwing a little light on the obscurities and difficulties of the text, we shalt 
propose, and endeavor to answer, the following inquiries. 


1. Does this paragraph relate to real Christians? This question we are 
inclined to answer in the affirmative, for the following reasons. In the first 
place, the whole epistle is addressed to Hebrews who had made a public pro- 
fession of Christianity. ‘The writer calls them “holy brethren”—* partakers 
of the heavenly calling.” He exhorts them to “ consider attentively the Apostle 
and High-priest of their profession”—to “ hold fast the profession of their faith 
without wavering.” Indeed, it is the principal object of the epistle to guard 
those addressed against the danger of apostacy from their religion. This being 
the case, it is reasonable to suppose that the apostle considered them Chris- 
tians. For surely he would not have taken so much pains to warn a company 
of -hypocrites and unbelievers against defection from a faith which they had 
never received. Such a course would have proved, beyond a doubt, that he 
was “ beside himself,” and verily “mad.” If then the epistle, as a whole, was 
addressed to Christians, it would seem not at all improbable, to say the least, 
that the portion of it under consideration has reference to the same class of 
persons. 

Furthermore, that this passage has reference to real Christians seems quite 
evident from the language itself. The persons spoken of are described as hav- 
ing been “ enlightened,” i. e. instructed with regard to the true nature, doctrines, 
and duties of the Christian religion. They are said to have “tasted the 
heavenly gift ;” i. e. to have known by experience the kindness and love of God 
as exhibited in the truths, promises, and privileges of the gospel. “ Partakers of 
the Holy Ghost.” “TI understand this,” says a learned commentator, “of the extra- 
ordinary gifts and influences of the Spirit.” “ Tasted the good word of Gud;” i.e. 
“ enjoyed the consolations administered, or the hopes excited, by the divine prom- 
ises of the gospel.” For, according to scriptural usage, “ good word” signifies 
promise; and “tasted,” in its metaphorical sense, means “ known by experi- 
ence.” ‘To “taste of death,” for instance, is to experience death. Certainly, 
then, the persons here described had the fullest evidence of the divine origin and 
nature of the religion of Christ. And if experimental knowledge of the truths, 
promises, and hopes of the gospel does not make a man a Christian, what 
does? Besides, it is added, “ If they shall fall away, it is impossible to renew 
them again to repentance.” This must put the question at rest. For if the 
writer does not suppose them to have exercised genuine repentance, why does 
he speak of the impossibility of their being renewed again—i. e. a second time— 
torepentance? It is then sufficiently evident that the persons referred to in 
the text were considered by the apostle as real Christians, and not mere 
professors. j 


2. What are we to understand by the supposition, “ If they shall fall away ?” 
The answer is at hand. For a Christian to “ fall away” in such a sense, and 
to such a degree, as to render his recovery again to repentance “ impossible,” it 
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is certain that he must renounce and totally dispossess himself of all true 
religion. ‘The salt must lose its savor. The light within him nmst become 
darkness. ‘The Holy Spirit must take his final departure. Having tasted the 
good word of God, and enjoyed a foretaste of the heavenly bliss, he must reject 
the blessed promise, and root out from his soul every vestige of divine love and 
joy and peace. Instead of godly sorrow for sin, he must assume a total 
hardness of heart, and become an impenitent rebellious sinner, “ fully set to do 
evil.” The Christian who shall pursue this course will have fallen away so 
far as to render his recovery to repentance and salvation fur ever impossible. 
There will remain for him nothing “ but a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation.” If then the apostle is here speaking of Christians ; 
and if he means, by “ falling away,” utter apostacy, or entire renunciation of their 
religion, it may not be unprofitable to inquire, 


3. Why is it impossible to renew them again to repentance? ‘This inquiry 
the apostle has answered in the last clause of the text: “seeing they crucify 
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame,”—i. e. 
because they treat the Savior with the greatest ignominy and contempt, and 
expose him to public shame. If a Christian should “fall away” in the manner 
which has been described, he would virtually and publicly pronounce the Sor 
of God an impostor, worthy of the crucifixion which he suffered, and would at the 
same time do despite to the Spirit of grace. And we are here taught that his sim 
in so doing would be too great and heaven-daring ever to be forgiven. The 
Scriptures in various places intimate, not obscurely, that there is a point in the 
progress of sin from beyond which there is no return—where the curse of eter- 
nal death reigns without the possibility of its removal. Of those who pass this 
terrible crisis in their moral being, God is represented as saying, “they are joined 
to idols, let them alone”—“ there remaineth” for them “no more sacrifice for 
sin.” ‘The persons spoken of in the text are said to have been “enlightened” in 
regard to the doctrines, duties, and privileges of Christianity ; to have “ tasted” 
or experienced the power of religion in their hearts ; to have known the-joy and 
peace which the good word of God can impart ; in short, to have had the fullest 
and most indubitable evidence which it is possible to have of the divine origin, 
truth, and glory of the gospel. If, therefore, they should reject this light, erad- 
icate these holy affectiuns, and return to a state of active enmity to God, it is 
plain that their guilt would be aggravated and heinous in the highest conceivable 
degree. If left to themselves they would never repent. As for motives, 
have already rejected the most powerful of which we have any knowledge or 
conception, And God, it would seem, intends here to inform us, that it would 
be inconsistent with the honour of his character and government—in other words, 
morally “ impossible—to renew them again to repentance.” Whether, there- 
fore, we look at the individuals themselves, at the power of motives, or at the 
grace of God, their case is utterly hopeless, Such apostates have never for- 
giveness, either in this world, or that which is to come. But, 


4. Is it possible, in the nature of things, for a Christian thus totally to apos- 
tatize from God? ‘That there is nothing in the nature of holiness or of moral 
agency to render such a catastrophe in itself impossible, is evident from two great 
facts recorded in the Bible : to wit, the fall of angels, and the fall of man, The 
angels who now inhabit the abyss of wo were once the friends of God. But they 
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“ kept not their first estate” of holiness—they sinned—and were cast down to hell. 
Adam was originally holy ; but he was seduced from his allegiance, and became 
an apostate from God. Why then is it impossible, in the nature of things, for a 
Christian to “fall away?” If angels and our great ancestor could apostatize, 
what is there in the nature of a Christian, imperfectly sanctified, to make 
it impossible for him to “fall away?” He was once in a state of hostility 
to God. But the divine Spirit has breathed upon him—a ray of heavenly light 
has beamed upon his soul. He has some love to God—a degree of true holi- 
ness ; though it seems to him, not unfrequently, like a drop of oil in a tumultuous 
ocean ; he can with difficulty get sight of it. He is stilla great sinner. He hasa 
treacherous heart, which cannot. be trusted. He is besieged by a numerous . and 
powerful host of enemies and temptations. Without are fightings, within are fears, 
and dangers everywhere. In himself he is weak and entirely defenceless. If left 
to his own strength, he knows that he shall fall and perish. When he looks at 
himself, he is very far from thinking it impossible for him to fall away. When 
he considers that the whole current of an ungodly world is against him; that 
there is in his very soul a strong tide of evil affections bearing him away from 
God ; and that in himself he is altogether helpless, he, at times, cannot but feel 
that he is in danger of apostacy and final ruin. To a Christian in such circum. 
stances, how appropriate the fearful warnings and threatenings of the Bible! 
They suit his case—are just what he needs. And truly, what can be the mean- 
ing of those numerous warnings against apostacy, if there is any thing in the 
nature of the Christian character itself which renders such apostacy impossible ! 
What propriety can there be in holding up to view the awful consequences of 
defection from the religion of Christ, if, from the nature of the case, such a thing 
cannot be? Why tell a man to take heed lest he fail from yonder precipice, and be 
dashed in pieces, when in fact no precipice is there? Can such warnings be 
sincere? ‘Can they proceed from a God of truth? Besides, is not the possi- 
bility of apostacy implied in the very nature of moral agents in a state of pro- 
bation? For myself, I can see nothing in the nature of holiness, or of moral 
agency, or of the Christian character ; nothing, in short, in the nature of things 
which should render it impossible for a Christian totally to apostatize from God. 
Indeed, if left to himself, there is sufficient reason to believe that he would 
actually “ draw back to perdition.” 


5. Have we reason to believe that any real Christian ever did, or ever will, fall 
away, and finally perish? ‘The answer to this inquiry must depend on the ques- 
tion, Whether God has promised by his grace to prevent such a catastrophe! 
That there is nothing in the nature of things which renders it impossible for the 
believer to “fall away” has already, we think, been shown. Indeed, it seems 
quite probable, that he would apostatize and perish, without the intervention and 
sustaining power of Divine grace. So that the Christian’s hope of final per- 
severance must be inGod. If God has promised to defend him from the dangers 
to which he is exposed, why then he will be defended and kept; otherwise, he 
may stumble and fall. The question then before us is simply, What saith the 
Scripture ? 


I shall not now enter into an extended discussion of this subject, but will 


endeavor to present some of the more prominent passages of Scripture which . 


have a bearing upon it. ‘My sheep,” says Christ, “ hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me; and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
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never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.” Here then is a 
direct promise of the great Head of the church to his people, that they shall 
never perish, nor be plucked out of his hand. Observe, too, that he says, + J 
know them.” If, now, any of them should “ fall away,” in the sense of the text, 
with what troth can he say to them in the great day, as he will say to all on his 
lefi-hand, “ J never knew you?” Again, he tells them, “ Because f live, ye'shall 
live also ;” as much as to say, that their eternal life is as secure as his ‘own. 
“Being confident,” says an apostle, “of this very thing, that he which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” \ But 
if he does not perform it, and the work of grace is cut short, so that the Christian 
fails of heaven; the confidence of the inspired apostle was certainly misplaced, 
and the encouragement which he intended to afford his Philippian. brethren had 
no foundation in truth. Peter also encourages his brethren, “elect according 
to the foreknowledge of God,” with the same doctrine; telling them that they 
“are kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation.” What canbe 
plainer or more pusitive than this declaration? “ Moreover,” says Paul, 
“ whom he did predestinate, them he also called ; and whom he called, them«he 
also justified ; and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” Here the golden 
chain of Divine grace is unbroken; not a link is wanting. On the one-hand, it 
is made fast in the eternal purpose of God ; and extending through the effectual 
calling, and the free justification, reaches to eternal glory. Believing this,the 
apostle triumphantly exclaims, “ Who shall separate us from the love of God?” 
“I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come; nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which” is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” The beloved John, speaking of certain heretics, says, 
“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of ‘us, 
they would no doubt have continued with us.” In what plainer terms could he 
have declared his belief in the final perseverance of the saints? And does not 
the great Intercessor pray, that “ all who believe on him may be with him where 
he is, and behold his glory *” and are not the pleas of such an Advocate always 
successful? Besides, if the sinner who has repented and fled to Christ for refuge 
is not “kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation,” to what purpose 
do angels rejoice over him? If they do not believe the final perseverance of'the 
saints, their joy over repenting sinners, it would seem, must be mingled with 
much trembling and many fears. And what is the purport of that covenant 
which God has made with his people? Is it not that he will) be their:God ? 
that, as their day is, so shall their strength be? that he will withhold no 
thing from them? and that his grace shall be sufficient for them in all their 
trials and temptations? And has he not “ confirmed ‘his promise by an oath, 
that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, his people 
might have strong consolation?” Here, indeed, is “ strong consolation” for! the 
oppressed, tempted, trembling believer. God, who hath promised, abideth faith- 
ful; he cannot deny himself. ; 

These are some of the reasons which induce me to believe that no ‘real 
Christian ever did, or ever will, “fall away” so as to come short of ‘heaven, 
His safety, however, lies not in himself, nor in the nature of holiness, nor in the 
powers of moral agency ; but in the promised grace of a covenant heeping God. 
Left to himself, he no doubt would fall to rise no more; but through" Christ 
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strengthening and sustaining him, he will come off victorious over every foe, 
and obtain salvation with eternal glory. But if these things are so, it may be 
’ asked, 


6. Of what use are such fearful warnings against apostacy as those contained 
in the text, and in many other passages of the inspired volume? 

In answer to this, I should say, that God deals with Christians as free agents 
and subjects of moral government. And, so far as we know, there is no way in 
which a moral government can be administered except through the medium of 
motives. To resort to any thing like physical force in the government of 
moral agents would manifestly be an infringement of their freedom of choice 
and refusal. If then Christians are free moral agents, and God,has determined 
40 secure their final perseverance in holiness, what means can be so well 
adapted to accomplish this object as those which he has in fact adopted, that 
is, moral means? Physical force would be altogether incongruous, and incom- 
patible with the end to be secured. A moral object must be attained by moral 
means. The perseverance of the saints, being an object of a moral nature, 
must be secured, if secured at all, by means of a similar nature. And now! 
’ ask, what are the truths, and promises, and consolations, and warnings, and 
reproofs, and threatenings of the Bible, but so many means of a moral nature, 
which God is using in order w secure the salvation of his people whom he 
foreknew? By these, God addresses the principles of love and gratitude, of 
hope and fear, which are implanted in them, On the supposition that it is his 
purpose to keep his people through faith unto salvation, can we imagine any 
means more suitable for the attainment of this object? And are not these 
every way fitted to accomplish it? If, for instance, the Christian is inquiring 
for the path of duty in a particular case, he will find in the word of God either 
a direct precept, a general principle, or an inspired example, recorded for his 
instruction, Is he disheartened in view of the number and greatness of his sins, 
and fearful that he shall not be able to hold on his way? Here is a promise 
of all needful grace for his encouragement. Is he running greedily after 
things seen and temporal? He may hear that warning voice, “ Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.” Perhaps after he has put his 
hand to the plough, he is tempted, by a deceitful world, and a still more deceit- 
ful heart, to look back wishfully, as did the Hebrews towards the land of their 
servitude, and is wellnigh ready to give up his efforts to obtain salvation. 
But the thought has scarcely found entrance into his heart, ere he is met by 
some fearful threatening from the Divine Word, which, like an angel of God with 
a drawn sword in his hand, stands in his path, crying, Wo, wo, wo; this is the 
way to eternal death; whoso walks therein shall never return. “If any man 
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.” “For it is impossible for 
those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and the 
good word of God, and the powers of the world to come; if they shall fall 
away, to renew them again to repentance: seeing they crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” “If we sin wilfully 
after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion.” Now are not such tremendous warnings well adapted to make the way- 
ward Christian pause and bethink himself? Were they not caused to be writ- 
ten for this very purpose? In like manner, nearly all the leading doctrines of 
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revelation are fitted, on the one hand, to strike terror into the minds of the 
halting, the careless, the disobedient; and on the other, to afford comfort and 
encouragement to those who are panting and struggling for the prize of their 
high calling. It is in this way, as I apprehend, that God fulfils his promises, 
accomplishes his gracious purpose respecting his people, and carries them safely 
through their conflict, onward to the glories of a complete, eternal conquest. These 
awful warnings and threatenings are a part of those moral means which he uses 
with Christians as moral agents, in order to keep them by his mighty power 
through faith unto salvation. 


7. But how, it may be asked, shall we account for those instances of apparent 

defection from true religion, which we sometimes witness? “They went out 
from us,” says the apostle, “but they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would no doubt have continued with us.” This passage lets us, at 
once, into the secret of all such apostacies. The religion of such persons was 
only a deceptive appearance, not areality. ‘Their moral sensibilities were per- 
haps aroused ; they felt that they were sinners exposed to the penalty of God’s 
law, and trembled in view of the doom which awaits the ungodly! But instead 
of submitting themselves’ unreservedly to God, a rebellious, deceitful heart led 
them astray, and they took shelter in some refuge of lies. And now, supposing 
themselves to be secure from danger, they were filled with great joy and peace ; 
and mistook these things for religion. For a time they seemed to run well, and 
gave promise, it may be, of being ornaments to the kingdom of Christ on earth. 
But their joy and peace gradually subsided into a lethargic stupidity ; and by- 
and-by, they were offended, and went back. And this is just what we should 
have expected from the first, had we known their hearts. They “fell away,” 
not from religion, for this they never possessed, but from the appearance of 
religion. And what wonder is it, when the winds blow, and the floods come, 
that a house built upon the sand should fall, and be swept away? Sometimes 
‘indeed these deceptive appearances are kept up for a long course of years, and 
even through life ; but the hypocrite will fall at last—his hope will perish at 
the giving up of the ghost. 


8. What class of professed Christians have a right to derive encouragement 
and consolation from the doctrine of the saints’ perseverance? Certain it is, 
there are not a few that call themselves Christians—who have no right’ to take 
encouragement from this or any other doctrine of the Bible. Too often, alas! 
do we find within the enclosures of the sanctuary careless, stupid professors, 
who, if they ever knew any thing of the power of religion, are at present very 
far from God. And there are some who, if we may judge from their fruits, are 
mere baptized worldlings, whose chief evidence of discipleship is, that they are 
seen, from time to time, sitting at the table of Christ. None of these surely 
‘have any title to the “ strong consolation” which flows from the doctrine of the 
saints’ perseverance. And if they are disposed to take encouragement from it, 
this in itself is fearful evidence against them. If we look at the manner in, 
which the apostles made use of this doctrine, we shall find that it is generally 
thrown in as matter of encouragement to those Christians who are straggling 
with difficulties, and contending with trials which darken their hopes, and make 
them fear and tremble for their safety. In the secret recesses of the believer's 
heart, there is sometimes a violent, agonizing struggle, unknown to any except 
himself and that God who seeth in secret, He is afflicted, and tossed with 
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The deep depravity of his nature is unveiled. He can describe"the 


* » workings of his inherent pollution only by saying, “ Deep calleth unto deep.” 


.He is wellnigh overwhelmed; his heart sinks within him; his courage fails. 
Now to a Christian in such circumstances, how appropriate the promises of all 
needful grace and strength! They are like cold water to a thirsty soul. When 
-he,zeads the declaration of Christ, that his followers “ shall never perish, neither 

/@hall any pluck them out of his hand,” it inspires him with new hope and fresh 
e@ourage. He girds on his armor, and goes forth to the conflict, humbly trusting 
that, through Christ, he shall yet come off more than conqueror, over sin, and 
death, and hell. ‘The assured hope of victory does not, as some seem to sup- 
pose, paralyze his efforts, and. make him resign himself up to sloth. Far from 
it. It nerves his arm; quickens his pace; and rouses up all the energies of his 
soul. Christians in these and similar circumstances have a right to the conso- 
lation which flows from this doctrine. It is their peculiar privilege. 


In bringing these remarks to a close, let me admonish Christians that they 
are beset with dangers great and real; that they have need to watch and pray 
without ceasing ; that they have a great and difficult work to accomplish; and 
that the evidence of their union with Christ will not be full and complete till the 
conflict is ended, the victory won. Have you, then, suffered the love of the 
world, the lust of the eye, the pride of life, to lead you captive? Have you 
lost that delightful sense of the Divine presence and favor which you once 
enjoyed? Have prayer and secret communion with God become a weariness? 
Are you running greedily after the riches and honors and pleasures of this fleet- 
ing world? Has the fear of man driven you from the post of duty, and made 
you relinquish what, as a Christian, you could not relinquish without violating 
your covenant vows? Then let me tell you, that you have no right to take 
encouragement from the doctrine of the saints’ perseverance in holiness ; it does 
not apply to you: but if there be truth in the Bible, your soul is jn danger. 
Many a poor deluded mortal has suffered shipwreck in the very seas which 
you are now sailing. Here, too, the foot of many a Christian has slipped, and 
he has fallen, oh how low! has pierced himself through with many sorrows, and 
perhaps gone down to the grave in the bitterness of his spirit. Ah! survey these 
melancholy wrecks. Recollect those which you yourself have witnessed ; and 
remember the solemn admonition, “ Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.” ‘He that endureth to the end shall.be saved.” If you are dis- 
posed to quiet yourself in your wanderings, on the ground that you were once 
converted, and shall therefore be saved; there is fearful evidence that you are 
yet in your sins, and have no part nor lot in the great salvation, Oh, then, 
rouse up, awake to righteousness, and sin no more. “ Work out your salvation 
with fear and trembling.” For thus saith the Lord, * When a righteous man 
turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; 
for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.” “If any man draw back, my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him.” “If we sin wilfully, after that we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.” 
“ For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted 
the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come; if they shall fall 
away, to renew them. again to repentance: seeing they crucify to themselves 
‘the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” 
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